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Providing a safe, supportive and stimulating 

learning environment that enables young 
adolescents to achieve and thrive in their 

personal learning journey. 

Our Mission 
To provide in partnership with home and 

community the educational opportunities for all 
pupils to develop into lifelong learners who 

actively contribute to society in a positive way. 

From The Principal 

Focused Academic Learning is the 
Key To Success! 

Our students... 
• know what they are doing and what they are 

learning. 
• know how that learning will help them. 
• are able to show how they know they have 

achieved success. 
• are engaged participants and planners of their 

own learning. 
We know our students and their families so well there is 
no lost time transitioning students into a new school 
when they move from Year 6 to Year 7. This maximises 
learning time and helps every student to experience 
academic success. Staff and students already have 
positive relationships from their Whānau groups and 
interactions in other areas of school life. This sets the 
students up for a great start to the year.  All Year 7 and 8 
students have access to Leadership, Academic, Cultural 
and Sporting opportunities at their level.  
 
 Student Voice – 

The Importance of Being Heard 
Circle time in every class allows students to have their 
views heard in a meaningful, respectful way. Restorative 
practices help to resolve issues and repair relationships.  

Positive whānau relationships are developed between 
staff and students throughout the school. 

The Intermediate years are often the most enjoyable 
and memorable of a student’s schooling. At Bell Block 
School your child has the best of both worlds - big 
enough to offer a rich range of learning and leadership 
opportunities, while being small enough to have a 
community atmosphere where secure and supportive 
relationships matter most. We work hard to get to know 
our students really well and we believe that every 
student matters.  

Along with quality teaching and high expectations for 
student achievement in literacy and numeracy the 
school is able to offer all students a variety of other 
opportunities which match their interests, skills and 
abilities. These include leadership opportunities 
through the School Council, Outdoor Academy, sports 
teams and in cultural activities such as Kapa Haka, 
choir, the school production, debating and 
speechmaking to name a few. 

Teachers assess the achievement of each student and 
then plan engaging learning programmes to meet the 
needs of the students in their class. Student 
achievement is shared with the students and parents, 
and is monitored by the teachers and the school 
leadership team. A major focus at the Intermediate 
level is developing organisational and self-management 
skills. There is an expectation that home learning is 
completed each week. 
 
The Head Girl, Head Boy and Whānau Leaders provide 
valuable leadership throughout the school, together 
with feedback to staff about new initiatives and ideas. 
They attend student leadership conferences in 
Palmerston North and in New Plymouth and organise 
many school events. 
 
We are very proud of our Intermediate students and 
everything that they add to our school. 
Conrad Hailes - Principal. 
 

At Bell Block School we are big enough to offer 
all the opportunities of large schools but small 

enough that every student matters. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academic 
Public Speaking 

Technology Challenge 
Extension Groups 
Digital Learning 

Debating 
Maths Quiz 

Lit Quiz 
Enrichment Opportunities 

Technology Classes 

Science/Technology Fair 
Second Languages 

Otago Problem Solving 
International Competitions 

Sports and the Outdoors 
Swimming 

Netball 
Soccer 

Gymnastics 
Road Relays 

Athletics 
Basketball 

Rugby 
Outdoor Academy 

Cricket 

Cross Country 
Triathlons 

Touch 
Interschool Sports 

Hockey 

Cultural 
Choir 

Drama 
Art Classes 

Instrumental Tuition 
School Production 
Language Learning 

Kapa Haka 
Music/Dance 
Arts Festival 

Citizenship 
School Leaders 

Librarians 
Leadership Conferences 

School Council 
Student Duties 

 

Positive Role Models 
Lunchtime Activities 

Fundraising 

Vibrant Intermediate Programmes – Inspiring Young Adolescents 

 

• Emphasis on literacy and numeracy centred around quality teaching and learning programmes. 
• Extension and enrichment for students who are gifted and talented. Challenges are offered in line with 

personal interests of the students, including Science and Technology Fair challenges, debating and 
public speaking, building and construction challenges. 

• Outdoor Adventure programmes, e.g. sailing, surfing, paddle boarding, skiing, rock climbing and rafting. 
• Extra assistance, through small group focused teaching work, for those not meeting the expected level. 
• Opportunities for students to follow their own interests through Inquiry Learning and integrated use of 

digital technologies, including computers, iPads, chrome books, data projectors, cameras and interactive 
technology. 

 

The Benefits of Bell Block for Year 7/8 
	

Students say: “There is a bigger chance to participate in all the 
opportunities…if anything we have more opportunities.” 
“I ended up doing so much more than I thought.” 
“You learn how to be a leader and not only connect with children your 
own age but the younger children as well.” 
 

Parents say: “Our daughter had lots of amazing opportunities and could 
grow in a safe, personal environment.” “We know all the teachers – It’s 
more personal.” “We had a very good experience with Bell Block School 
and wouldn’t choose anything different for our other two children.” 
 

ERO says: “Children learn in settled, inclusive classes. They are 
supported to become self managing and agents of their learning. Risk 
taking and problem solving are encouraged. Engaging learning contexts 
are used to respond to students’ interests. Leadership is promoted, 
student voice is deliberately gathered and their contributions are valued” 
(ERO Review 2018) 
 

High Schools say: "We enjoy welcoming students from Bell Block 
School into Year 9.  Their friendliness, strong communication skills, self-
assured approach to learning, resilience and commitment to uphold 
school values makes them valuable members of our school community 
who transition to secondary school effectively and experience 
success". 
 

Research says: Transition between schools and different stages of 
education within NZ can disrupt students’ learning. The schooling 
system in NZ involves more transitions than in many other countries, 
especially for students who attend Intermediate school. 


