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The Production is in full swing with students putting the finishing touches to their costumes, dances and 
performances.  As we can’t have an audience, we will be getting lots of photos and film of the Production. 
Students will, in most cases, be performing in large groups and will not be identified by name, however, if 
you do not want your child to be recorded, please make contact with the office but be aware this may impact 
on your child’s performance.  The official filming will take place next week on Tuesday and Wednesday.  It 
has been a huge effort to get to this point and the students are doing a fantastic job. 
 
Many students will be involved with end of year assessment this week, which will be shared in the school 
reports coming home on Wednesday 8 December.  It has been an unsettled year for learning but we are 
looking forward to seeing the students’ progress. 
 
Unfortunately, we have lots of events this term that will be affected by the Covid Alert Level restrictions and 
we will do our best to keep our community updated as we move forward.  The Grandparents’ Day and Book 
Fair scheduled for next week have been cancelled for this year.  The Technology Showcase will become a 
digital version and will be shared towards the end of this term.  Our Athletics Day will go ahead as planned 
but at this stage we will not be able to have spectators on site. 
 
Production Information 
All of the months of hard work is about to pay off!  This week we bring the show all together with dress 
rehearsals, proper staging, lights, sound, and all of the props and photos of the students performing in 
costumes! 
 
On Monday and Tuesday of next week we have a professional videographer filming the show – on Monday 
the Marty Cast will be filmed and on Tuesday the Alex Cast will be filmed.  The students involved in Scene 1 
are the main cast, Rooms 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8.  It would be very helpful if these students could be at school in 
their classrooms at 8:25am so that they can start getting ready to perform.  If you are able to have your 
child’s hair and makeup/face paint done before they arrive at school that would really help us out.  Please 
contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have questions about this. 
 
Please feel free to contact me at jodie.leach@bellblock.school.nz  if you have any questions. 
We look forward to sharing the show with you via a digital copy soon! 
Jodie Leach - Director 
 
Teacher Only Day 
Just a reminder that our final Teacher Only Day for the year is on Monday 29 November.  We appreciate 
your support as we continue to develop our school and practices. 

 
Sun Hats 
Sun hats are compulsory during Term 4.  With the weather improving and athletics just around the corner, 
hats and sunscreen are very important.   
Hats are available for purchase from the school office for $13.  As the office is currently closed due to Alert 
Level 2 restrictions, payment can be made by internet banking to 15 3956 0057371 02.  Please include your 
child’s name and “sunhat” in the details.  Hats will then be delivered to students’ classrooms.  If this is not 
an option for you, the correct cash can be given to classroom teachers. 
Sunscreen is provided in each class by our PTA. 
Students not wearing a hat from today will be encouraged to play in the shade. 
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Attendance 

 
We are trying to improve our school attendance and as part of this process we will send out frequent 
reminders about our school procedures and answers to commonly asked questions. If you would like to 
discuss attendance at Bell Block School then please contact our Deputy Principal Danielle Hill via email 
(danielle.hill@bellblock.school.nz) or by phone on 06 755 0838. 
 

 

 
 

Why is it so important that my child attends school? 
Student attendance (along with effective teaching) has the greatest impact on student engagement and 
achievement. In New Zealand, it is a legal requirement that children attend school. If a student misses five 
school days each term, or one day a fortnight, they will miss the equivalent of one year of school over 10 
years. On the last day of Term 3, we had more than 64 students (more than 10%) away. The more a child 
is away from school, the more difficult it is for them to re-engage in their learning when they come back.  
 

What do I do if my child is away? 
If you haven’t already notified us via email (absence@bellblock.school.nz) or the new eTAP parent app 
that your child will be away, you will be sent an automatic notification in the morning. You can reply to that 
with the reason for your child’s absence or even easier still, use our app. If your child is late to school, they 
just need to sign in. We will also be following up on repeated lateness as well. 
 

What is a justified reason for being away? 
Our attendance codes are set by the Ministry of Education. Justified reasons include being unwell (with a 
medical certificate for prolonged absence), attending a funeral or tangi, national/local representation in a 
sporting or cultural event, unplanned absences (e.g. bus breakdown, extreme weather event). There are 
other reasons that could be justified upon consultation with the school such as visiting an ill relative or 
exceptional family circumstances. If you are unsure, please contact the school office. Unfortunately, going 
away for a holiday with your family is not considered justified by the Ministry of Education. 
 

What if my child has an appointment? 
We have seen an increase in the number of appointments made during school time recently. We 
understand that sometimes it is unavoidable but we would like to encourage that appointments are made 
outside of school time wherever possible. Please just notify the office and your child will need to be signed 
out. We do not sign children out without a parent or caregiver present to collect them during the school 
day. 
 

What happens if my child is away for an unjustified reason for a long time? 
First, you will hear from the classroom teacher via phone to discuss your child’s attendance. If there is no 
improvement, this will be followed up by our Deputy Principal and eventually a referral will be made to 
Attendance Services. As this is a legal requirement, it could eventually end up in court if attendance 
does not improve. We will work with you in order for your child to attend school. 
 

I am worried about Covid.  Can I keep my child away at Alert Level 2? 
We understand that these are very uncertain times, however the Ministry of Education has specified that 
under Alert Level 2, all children and young people can go to school.  The only exceptions are children or 
young people who are sick or have any COVID-19 symptoms, are in self-isolation or those who have been 
asked to stay at home by health authorities while awaiting the results of a test.  We are undertaking all of 
the recommended health and safety precautions at Alert Level 2, such as sanitising, cleaning surfaces 
daily etc. 
 

Why are you reminding us now? 
Our school has been through many staffing changes and as a society we have been through lots of 
uncertain times. We are currently reviewing our attendance rates and making sure that we are doing our 
part to get our students to school. Next year we will be tightening up on our attendance procedures even 
further and would like to give you plenty of notice for this. We will keep you updated over the next few 
newsletters. 

Our current school attendance rate for the year is 94%  

mailto:danielle.hill@bellblock.school.nz
mailto:absence@bellblock.school.nz


SPORTS NEWS 
Touch starts next Monday 1 November.  Please be aware that the 
changes announced by City Touch have affected many people and this 
has required a reshuffling of players to make new teams.  There was 
originally 13 school touch teams which is now reduced to seven.  All 
confirmed players have been placed in a team and we ask for your 
patience while everyone is notified of the information they need.  
  
The draw also needs to be redone from scratch and City Touch are 
working furiously to get this out as soon as possible.  We will release 
the draw as soon as it is available, likely to be later in the week.  Game 
times may have changed slightly depending on the number of team 
entries in each grade.  Please bear with us as we juggle everything 
around to get touch underway. 
  
Touch uniforms will be issued to players this week.  If you haven’t 
received one by Friday, please get in touch with me. 
  
A reminder of the Term 4 rules/protocols that will be in place at touch: 
  

• No spectators on the grounds. Each team will be limited to a 
maximum of 10 players and 2 adults (eg: coach, referee or 
manager). 

• Parents are to drop players off and not enter the fields. 

• Fields will be split into bubbles with strict entry and exit points 
for each – coaches will have the information. 

• There will be phased timings where teams must enter and exit 
bubbles immediately before and after their games to avoid 
cross over with teams playing at different times.  This also 
allows time for officials to clean equipment. 

• Coaches/Managers must wear a mask, scan the QR code, 
sanitise and maintain 1m distance from people you don’t 
know. 

• City Touch volunteers will be wearing Covid Vac ID tags. 

• No scorecards for U10’s and U12’s this season – just appreciate 
the opportunity to be out there playing sport and having fun. 

  
If you have any queries please email me at sport@bellblock.school.nz 
Gayle Davis 
Sports Co-ordinator 

 
Tuckshop Specials 
This week’s highlights: Hotdog Combo $6   (hotdog + drink + large 
cookie/fruit) 
Check out our new: Fish n Chips Snacks $2 (fish shaped crackers & chippies) 
EFTPOS and text orders are welcome to 021 0242 0269……See Facebook for our full menu. 

 
 
Conrad Hailes 
Principal 

 

OCTOBER 
Tue 26 ICAS Maths exam 
 NPGHS Enrolment interviews 

@ NPGHS from 1:30pm 
 Digital PTA Meeting 7pm 
Wed 27  ICAS Spelling Bee exam 
Fri 29 Digital Celebration Assembly 

2pm 
NOVEMBER 
Mon 1 Production Technical 

Rehearsal 
Tue 2 Production Filming – Marty 

Cast 
Wed 3 Production Filming – Alex Cast 
Thu 4 BOT Meeting 5pm 
Fri 5 Intermediate Camp deposit 

due 
 Yarrows order forms due 
 Lucky Book Club orders due 
Thu 11 New Entrants’ Visits 11:45am  
Fri 12 Digital Celebration Assembly 

2pm 
Tue 16 Junior Trip to Recycling Centre 
Wed 17 Junior Trip to Recycling Centre 
 NPBHS Sports Testing 12:30pm 
 Whānau Hui 5pm 
Thu 18 New Entrants’ Visits 11:45am  
Fri 19 Inglewood High School 

Orientation Day 8:50am start 
 
 
 
 
2021 Term dates: 
Term 4 18 October – 14 December 
 
2022 Term dates: 
Term 1 31 January – 14 April 
Term 2 2 May – 8 July 
Term 3 25 July – 30 September 
Term 4 17 October – 14 December 
 
Dates for school events are also located 
on the School Calendar on our website 
and parent app. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
TERM 4 

2021 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES: 
 

 


