
 
 

Tuesday 5 February 2019 
        
Kia ora, hello, namaste, nia hao, chum reap suor, wai 
 
What a great start to the school year we have had! 
We have certainly had a warm start weather wise but the students have settled in really well and there is a positive and 
enthusiastic feel around the school.  New friendships are being made and classroom programmes and routines are being 
set up for the year ahead. It has been great to see so many happy children and teachers enjoying their new classes. 
Although the students were all very nervous for the first few days, things should be settling down by now. If your child is 
still feeling anxious please let the classroom teacher know. 
 
We have had a number of new students and families who have started at Bell Block School in 2019. We take great 
pleasure in welcoming the following students to our school and community: 
 
Alisha Wong,  Elsa Ryan, Mila Laurence, Olivia Davis, Chloe Gu, Lewis Wipiiti-Boylan, Charles Wallworth, Elizabeth 
Wallworth, Petra Thompson, Daniel Terblanche, Bailee Tresidder, Beau Henderson, Samantha Ainsworth, Taylor 
Brownrigg, Ashton Irvine, Aarav Autar, Zayden Brown-Washer, Herzius Du Preez, Grace Thomas, Jeanmarie Terblanche, 
Jarrah Thompson, R.J. Whittaker, Kascie Bridgeman-Reid, Kodie Bridgeman-Reid, Emma Davis, Lachlan Lewis, Clara 
Bamford, Caci Kiriwi, Toni Kiriwi. 

 

It is with great pleasure that I introduce our staff and officially welcome the new staff members to the team.  Mrs Rachel 
Keegan joins the Junior team as the Room 4 teacher.  Miss Monique van Beers joins the Senior team in Room 8.  We 
welcome Mrs Katie White and pass on our congratulations as she was married earlier in January.  Katie will be teaching in 
Room 11 this year.  Finally, we welcome Miss Danielle Hill who will be the Intermediate Team Leader, teaching in Room 
16. 
 
Principal – Conrad Hailes 
Deputy Principal –Sian Evans 
Rm 1   – Lisa O’Leary 
Rm 2   – Sian Evans – Junior Team Leader 
Rm 3   – Tracey Jacobsen 
Rm 4   – Rachel Keegan 
Rm 5   – Wendy Foster 
Rm 6   – Charlotte White 
Rm 7  – Kim Shorvon 
Rm 8   – Monique van Beers 
Rm 9   – Sheree Cresswell – Senior Team Leader 
Rm 10   – Rachael Stanton 
Rm 11   – Katie White 
Rm 12   – Emily Bower – Middle Team Leader 
Rm 13   – Lynda Lamb 
Rm 14   – Alex Thompson 
Rm 15   – Kade Forsyth 
Rm 16   – Danielle Hill – Intermediate Team Leader 
Rm 17   – Dave Bilderbeck 
 
SENCO/Specialist Teacher - Angela Bayly 
Release Teachers – Aleisha Parkinson, Anna McKey and Jodie Leach 
Teacher Aides – Michelle Hight, Carey Andrews, Rhonda Sarten, Jan Whitmore, 
Keven Fisher, Carol Lopusiewicz, Heather Loveridge, Helen Tully, Jo 
Hutchinson, Angela Mepham 
 
Executive Officers – Christine Shaw and Kim Hill   

CALENDAR Term 1 2019 
FEBRUARY 
Wednesday 6 Waitangi Day – school closed 
Thursday 7 Community Picnic & Meet the 

Teacher Evening 5-6:40pm 
Thursday 14-15 Intermediate Overnight Stay 
Wednesday 27 Parent/Teacher/Student 

Interviews 
 Thursday 28 Parent/Teacher/Student 

Interviews 
MARCH 
Monday 11 Taranaki Anniversary Day – 

school closed 
Wednesday 13 Junior Swimming Sports 
Friday 15 Middle/Senior/Intermediate 

Swimming Sports 
Monday 18  School Photos 
Tuesday 19 School Triathlon 
Friday 22 School Gala 
 
 

Please see our events calendar the Bell Block 
School website for future dates. 



Administration Assistant – Kim Thomas    Reading Recovery – Raewyn Clarkson  
Caretaker – Colin Rutherford   Cleaners – Helen Langlands and Crest Clean 
Library and Resource Manager – Catherine Jordan 
Resource teacher of learning and Behaviour (RTLB) – Delwyn Swanson 
Social Worker in Schools (SWiS) – Ria Julian  
Kapa Haka Tutor – Whaea Raewyn Ashby and Matua Shane Cassidy 
 
We have over forty staff working hard to support the students and their families and keep our school looking great.  We 
are currently advertising for a new Deputy Principal and will have completed the process by the end of February, with the 
successful applicant starting Term two. 
 
School Swimming 
One of the major focusses for Term one is Swimming.  Below is the current Swimming Timetable.  Please help your child 
to be organised for these sessions by talking about what gear they need to bring.  It is a perfect opportunity to develop 
self-management skills especially in the upper levels of the school. 
 

 
Bell Block School Swimming Timetable - Term 1 2019 

Inside Pool 

Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1:40- 2:20 Yr 7/8  Year 7/8 
Year 3/4 

Room 11/12 
Yr 5/6  

2:20- 3:00 Yr 5/6  

Yr 3/4 

Rooms 
13/14 

Year 3/4 

Rooms 13/14 

Yr 3/4 

Room 11/12 
 

Outside Pool 
(Juniors) 

12:00- 12:30     Rooms 3/4 

12:30- 
1:00 

    Room 1 

1:40- 
2:20 

Room 5  Room 5 Rooms 3/4  

2:20- 3:00 Room 6  Room 6 Room 1  

 
 

Our School Logo 
The left hand side of the logo (black) represents the land and Mt 
Taranaki and the right hand side (blue) represents the sea with our 
school in the centre.  For our children, the solid foundation skills of 
literacy and numeracy and values are seen as the left hand side of the 
logo, and the right hand side, the forever changing world and future 
skills needed for learning. 
 

School Council 
On Friday we had a special Inauguration Assembly where the Student Leaders were sworn in to their roles.  They always 
do an amazing job and represent our school with pride and diligence.  This year’s group were put under pressure to learn 
their pledges overnight and they all did an amazing job.  If this is what they are capable of so early in the year they will be 
very successful.  Congratulations go to all our Student Leaders for the first half of 2019. 
 
Head Girl   – Aaliyah Green 
Head Boy   – Bryn Emett-Pene 
ICT Student Leader  – Jason Xie 
 

Kotuku Piwaiwaka Kereru Takahe 

Donnie Kiraren Mia Waruhia Abbie Daken Lauren Keighley 

Lodi Amoore Cooper Pringle Emma Petersen Matthew Masters 

 



Community Picnic and Meet the Teachers Evening 
This Thursday 8 February we invite all families to join us for a picnic dinner on the school field.  Weather permitting, we 
will picnic from 5:00-6:00pm.  During that time, you are welcome to visit the classes and have a look around the school. 
There may also be casual games of volleyball and cricket.  At 6:00pm we will gather on the courts for a brief introduction 
to the school’s Leadership Team before moving off to a meeting room for each team.  We are aiming for the meetings to 
be finished by 6:40pm. 
Junior Team (Rm 1-6) will meet in the staffroom 
Middle Team (Rm 11-14) will meet in Rm 13 
Senior Team (Rm 7-10) will meet in the library 
Intermediate Team (Rm 15-17) will meet in Rm 15 
If the weather is not suitable we will cancel the picnic and meet directly in the designated rooms at 6:00pm. The Meet the 
Teacher section will go ahead rain or shine.  We hope you will be able to join us. 
 
Student Arrival Times 
Before school is a very busy time.  For students to be set up to have a successful day they need to have time to put their 
bags away and get out the items they will need for the day.  School starts at 8:55am and most students will need at least 
15 minutes to get themselves organised before that time.  If your child arrives after 8:55am please ensure they come to 
the school office so we know they have arrived.  If you child arrives at school before 8:25am they must wait in the 
covered area outside Rm 1.  All classroom teachers are in their classrooms from 8:25am each day to greet the students as 
they arrive. 
To maximise the progress of each student we need them to be at school as many days as possible.  Every day they are 
away is a missed opportunity to learn that they can never get back.  Please ensure your child attends as many days as 
possible this year to give them the best chance of success. 
 
Our Wonderful PTA Group 
We are very fortunate to have a dedicated group of parents who support the school in a range of areas.  This year they 
have supplied reams of paper for each student so it is not on the stationary list and an additional expense.  They also 
supply sunscreen for each class and have funded the new sports shed.  Their current goal is to get the basketball and 
netball courts covered with astroturf.  We are very thankful for the work these parents do and the support they provide. 
If you would like to join this group please feel free to come to the first meeting on tonight at 7:00pm at Pekaren. It is a 
great group and any parents/caregivers are more than welcome to join. 
 
A note from our PTA: 
The PTA are in the middle of organising the School Gala in March.  We hope once again that this event will be well 
supported by our families.  What we need from our families is donations of food, good quality second hand items, books, 
toys, grocery and pamper items.  We will be sending home a donation timeline as to what we are looking for and when to 
bring it. 
If you have any large items suitable for a raffle please contact us at pta@bellblock.school.nz or catch up with one of the 
PTA members around the school. 
Thank you in advance. 
Kerri Jordan - PTA Chairperson 
 
Technology 
This year Technology at Manukorihi Intermediate will be held on Thursdays commencing this Thursday 7 February. 
Please remember to pay $70 per Intermediate student to the school office before 13 February. 
 
Tuckshop…This Week’s Chalkboard Special…Mini Cheeseburger Combo $6 (Burger + Large Cookie/Fruit + Drink) 
EFTPOS available. 
 

It has been a pleasure to meet so many parents before and after school.  Please feel free to come and say hello when I’m 
out and about as it’s great to informally catch up with the people in our community.  
 
 
 
 
Conrad Hailes 
Principal 
 
 
 

mailto:pta@bellblock.school.nz


 
 
Digitisation of Newsletters 
Commencing from Week 3 the Bell Block School newsletter will be distributed via email.  Paper copies will no 
longer be sent home.  To ensure you receive all the most up to date information please check whether we have 
your current email address. 
 
Please complete the form below and return to the school office as soon as possible. 
Thank you. 
 
 

 
Change of Email Address 

 
 
Students’ Name/s -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Parent’s Name  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Email Address ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Parent’s Name  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Email Address ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 


