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Good afternoon everyone 
 
I would like to begin by passing on my heartfelt gratitude and thanks for your kind words, support and 
kindness during the challenges of the last few weeks.  I am humbled by the support and care that has 
been shown to Matthew and myself. 
I have been kept updated with developments at school and could not have been more proud of the 
team and how well they have all looked after our school and students.  It shows what a great staff we 
have at our school and what a great community we serve. 
I would like to thank Danielle Hill for her outstanding leadership during this time.  Also Eric Shaw, Kim 
Hill and the Board of Trustees for their support and care as well.  Many of our staff stepped up and 
took on higher responsibilities and I am very appreciative of their efforts. 
 
We again find ourselves in Alert Level 4 lockdown.  This has meant a return to distance learning.  We 
have had very good engagement so far with the teaching and learning programmes, and will be 
following up with families we have not yet heard from.  Although we have provided learning for 
students, it is important to make sure families are not put under additional pressure at home, so please 
make use of this work in a way that suits your family.  The key part is communication with your child’s 
class teacher.  This will allow us to support our students and families in an effective way. 
 
I would like to thank the staff for their work in getting things set up and running so effectively.  With 
limited time to prepare, they have done a great job. 
 
For those families who have made contact and requested work packs or devices, we are aiming for 
these to be delivered, where practical, tomorrow.  I would again like to thank the staff who volunteered 
to take on this role.  We ask that all requests for work packs and/or devices be in by 3:00pm today so 
that we can begin to organise them, so please make contact with your child’s teacher if you have not 
already done so. 
 
We are preparing plans for a return down the Alert Levels and are following all advice given by the 
Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education to keep our students, staff and community safe and 
moving forward during this uncertain time.  Any update we get will be communicated with families as 
soon as practicable, mainly through the eTAP app. 
 
The Ministry of Education has asked that we remind the community that our school, especially the 
playgrounds, are closed during the Alert Level 4 lockdown and should not be used as a meeting point. 
 
Once again let’s support each other during this challenging time.  Reach out to others and keep in 
contact with our staff.  Take care and we hope to see you all again, back at school as soon as possible. 
 
eTAP App 
Just a quick reminder to download the eTAP parent app if you haven’t already as it will be our main 
form of communication.  This is especially important during this time.  Thank you to everyone who has 
done this already.  If you need assistance with this, please email office@bellblock.school.nz . 

 
 
Conrad Hailes 
Principal 
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