
Wednesday 6 May 2020  
 
Kia ora, hello, namaste, ni hao, chum reap suor, wai 
 
 
Over the next few days we will be getting a lot of information from the government and we 
are hoping it will lead to our students being able to safely return to school, and families to 
take some steps towards a more normal life. 
Tomorrow we will find out more details on what Level 2 will look like and then on Monday 
we will hopefully hear when we will move to Level 2. 
 
In the meantime, I would like to again pass on my thanks and admiration to our community 
for all the fantastic work they have been doing during the isolation.  You have all been doing 
an amazing job and the feedback from the staff is that even though this is an incredibly 
challenging time for our families, the students are still doing some incredible things.  We are 
continuing to support learning at home but if it is becoming too challenging and adding 
stress to your families please remember that this is one stress you do have control over and 
can remove.  You can pick and choose from the tasks your child’s teacher is setting.  Don’t 
feel like you need to run a full normal school day at home.  If you can, and want to, that’s 
great but if not, that is fine as well.  Our main focus is to provide support for the community 
to tap into to help our families keep their children engaged, happy and well during this time. 
 
This is an unprecedented time for everyone and it has been a privilege for our staff to be in 
your homes with their distance learning programmes.  Many of you will have seen our 
teachers actually teaching lessons which will be a first for both our staff and many in our 
community.  We run lessons for students all the time in our roles but having adults as part 
of that is a new experience for us as well.  We have appreciated your support and your kind 
praise to our staff for their efforts during this time.  
 
It is very similar for you having us in your homes.  We have been shown pets, artwork, 
baking and all kinds of amazing dances, magic and outdoor activities.  All of these things are 
great learning for your children and we have appreciated being a part of it.  Some of the 
students have even taken their teacher for a tour of their house.  We have also had mums, 
dads, grandparents, brothers and sisters popping into our lessons as well which just adds to 
the community feel of our school. 
 
We have certainly appreciated all the support you have given us, and all the effort you have 
gone to at a time that for many has been incredibly tough. 
We have never had such a true partnership with our families around student learning and it 
is something we would like to continue even after this is all over.  We are looking to have a 
Welcome Back and Thank You Day with our community once we are back at school and it is 
safe to do so. 
 
Our thoughts are certainly with you all during this time. 
Hang in there, look after each other and keep up the great work! 
 
 
Conrad Hailes 
Principal 


